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In a Jan. 7 communique, the government announced dismissal of deputy presidency minister
Antonio Ibarra and deputy economy minister Noel Vidaurre. According to the statement, the two
were fired because they had "publicly judged the actions of other government officials despite
the existence of proper channels to investigate [charges of corruption]." In October, Vidaurre, a
nephew of President Violeta Chamorro, accused Ibarra of embezzling public funds through falsified
rental contracts and authorization of bogus travel expense payments. Vidaurre also claimed to have
evidence that Ibarra was involved in fraudulently cashing checks worth over US$40,000. Ibarra
accused Vidaurre of using his government post to obstruct poultry imports from the US in order
to benefit his own Costa Rica-based poultry business. Next, Ibarra said Vidaurre was involved in
the disappearance of US$3 million from ENABAS, the state-run basic grains distribution company.
Finally, Ibarra asserted he would file libel charges against Vidaurre. The government statement
announcing the dismissals noted that "to date none [of the charges] have been proven." (Basic data
from Agence France-Presse, 01/07/92; ACAN-EFE, 01/07/92, 01/08/92)
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